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OVERVIEW
Presentation Testing conducted two mixed-gender focus group dial tests with moderate
Independents in Aurora, CO, on August 1, 2013. One group was comprised of 11 Romneyvoting moderate Independents, and the other was comprised of 12 Obama-voting moderate
Independents. All respondents had at least graduated from high school or hold a G.E.D., and
were age 22 or older. In our dial test, Jean spoke as the GOP advocate. Carla spoke as the
advocate for the Democrats. They conducted a point-counterpoint debate in the dial test video
about the Affordable Care Act, or Obamacare, that is referenced throughout the report.
KEY FINDINGS
1) A ll Romney-voting Independents sided with the G O P advocate in the health care
debate. T he G O P messaging also had some cross-over appeal with one-quarter
(three of 12) of the O bama-voting Independents siding with the G O P advocate.
We conducted an 11-minute point-counterpoint dial test using messaging in the health care
debate from Congressional Republicans and from President Obama (read by actresses from a
teleprompter). After the video, we asked respondents in each group which argument they found
more persuasive.
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(Jean)
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3

14

0

9
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Romney-voting Independents who favored Jean¶VSRVLWLRQH[SODLQHG
³$VDVPDOOEXVLQHVVRZQHUZKDW-HDQZDVWDONLQJDERXWKDVEHHQPRUHRIP\FRQFHUQV
What does [the Affordable Care Act] mean for [health] insurance if I look at hiring new
HPSOR\HHV"$VIDUDVZKDW&DUODZDVVD\LQJ,KDYHQ¶WUHDOO\VHHQHYLGHQFH of any of her
arguments for [the Affordable Care Act]. In my personal experience, what Jean was
VD\LQJLVPRUHRIZKDW,KDYHVHHQKDSSHQLQJ´± Jason, Romney-voting Independent
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³>-HDQ¶V@DUJXPHQWVDVVKHVWDWHGWKHPVHHPHGJHQXLQHZLWKFRQFHUQDQGZH ll-stated
ZKHUHDV&DUOD¶VDUJXPHQWVVRXQGHGOLNHDXVHGFDUVDOHVPDQ¶VSLWFKIRUWU\LQJWRJHW\RX
WREX\VRPHWKLQJWKDW\RXGRQ¶WQHFHVVDULO\ZDQWWREX\²WKDWSDUWLFXODUXVHGFDU´±
Wilma, Romney-voting Independent
³>-HDQ¶VDUJXPHQWDERXW@VPDOOEXVLQHVs is a big [reason why I sided with her]. The
American people should be allowed to choose in a democratic society whether or not
WKH\¶UHJRLQJWRJRDORQJZLWK>WKHJRYHUQPHQWPDQGDWHRIJHWWLQJKHDOWKLQVXUDQFH@,I
\RXGRQ¶WJHWKHDOWKLQVXUDQFHLW¶VQRWOLNH\RX¶UHJRLQJRXWDQGPXUGHULQJVRPHERG\
,W¶VQRWVRPHWKLQJWKDWVKRXOGFDXVHOHJDOSUREOHPVIRU\RXLI\RXFKRRVHWRJRDJDLQVW
WKHJRYHUQPHQWPDQGDWH´± Andy, Romney-voting Independent
Among Obama-voting Independents who favored Jean¶VSRVLWLon, we heard:
³>,VLGHGZLWK-HDQ@EHFDXVHVKH¶VNLQGRISOD\LQJGHYLO¶VDGYRFDWH,GRQ¶WKDYHDQ\
proof of what Carla was saying [is IDFWXDO@7KHUH¶VLQWHQWLRQEHKLQGLW,JHWZKDWWKH
[health care] reform was created for and the intention behind it. So far, with regard to
people getting rebates and things like that, I can tell you I pay $700 a month in premiums
IRUP\VHOIP\KXVEDQGZKR¶VKDGDKHDUWFRQGLWLRQDQGWRLQVXUHWKUHHRIP\FKLOGUHQ
XQGHUWKHDJHRIEHFDXVHWKH\FDQ¶WJHWMREV WKDWKDYH>KHDOWK@LQVXUDQFH,¶YHEHHQ
SD\LQJWKDWIRURYHUPRQWKV>,¶P@DEVROXWHO\QRW>VHHLQJWKHEHQHILWVWKDW&DUOD
GHVFULEHG@$FWXDOO\,¶PVWLOOVHHLQJVRPHRIWKHWKLQJVWKDW-HDQZDVGHVFULELQJ>,
like] what [Jean] is saying with regard to big corporations getting [a break from
2EDPDFDUH@,XQGHUVWDQGWKDWWKH\¶UHSXWWLQJDKROGRQWKDW²on the mandate for large
FRUSRUDWLRQVEHFDXVHWKH\FDQ¶WJHWLWWRJHWKHUEXWWKDW¶VQRWKHOSLQJPH,ZRUNIRUD
ODUJHFRUSRUDWLRQDQGWKDWKDVQ¶WKHOSHGPHVRIDU>,YLHZHGWKDWDVRQHRI-HDQ¶V
VWURQJHUSRLQWV@DQGWKDWLW¶VWUXWKIXOZKHUHDV&DUODZDVNLQGRIIOXII\WRPH´± Paula,
Obama-voting Independent
Obama-voting Independents who favored Carla¶VSRVLWLRQH[SODLQHG
³,¶PDQRSWLPLVW:HKDYHWRGRVRPHWKLQJ>DERXWRXUKHDOWKFDUHV\VWHP@,ZRUNLQ
KHDOWKFDUH,¶YHEHHQZRUNLQJLQLWIRU\HDUVDQGLIVRPHERG\GLGQ¶WWDNHDVWDQG²
DQGWKDW¶VZK\,OLNH2EDPD$WOHDVWKHWRRNDVWDQGJRWWKHWRSLFRQWKHWDEOH and
VDLGµ:H¶YHJRWWRGHDOZLWKWKLV¶,ORRNDWWKHJRYHUQPHQW²ZH¶UHSD\LQJVRPXFKLQ
0HGLFDLGQRZIRUSHRSOHZK\FDQ¶WZHEHIDLUDFURVVWKHERDUGWRHYHU\ERG\WRWKH
hard-working people? It really saddens me when I see a family of three or four come in
that has to make the decision when they need an emergency surgery and they look at me
DQGVD\µ,FDQ¶WDIIRUGLW,¶OOORVHP\KRXVH¶7KHQ,KDYHVRPHERG\HOVHRQ0HGLFDLG
ZKRFRPHVLQDQGGRHVQ¶WUHDOO\FDUH,WKLQN>&DUOD@LVUHDOO\WU\LQJWo put [the health
care issue] out there²WKDWVRPHWKLQJKDVWREHGRQH7KHUH¶VJRLQJWREHIDXOWVLQLWEXW
OHW¶VEHSRVLWLYHPRYHIRUZDUGDQGVHHZKDWZHFDQGR´± Linda, Obama-voting
Independent
³>,VLGHGZLWK&DUODEHFDXVHRI@WKHDIIRUGDELOLW\S iece for everyone as well as the rebate
WKLQJLVVRPHWKLQJWKDW,GLGQ¶WHYHQNQRZH[LVWHG:KHQ,VDZWKDW>,WKRXJKW@DWOHDVW
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[health insurance companies are] giving back something to the consumers. I also liked
the point she made that [the Affordable Care Act] is not perfect right now. She
DFNQRZOHGJHGWKDWEXWLW¶VDVWHSLQWKHULJKWGLUHFWLRQDQGLW¶VRQHVWHSLQWKHSURFHVVWR
JHWXOWLPDWHO\ZKHUHWKH\ZDQWWREH>,OLNHG@KHUKRQHVW\LQWKDW´± Shanna, Obamavoting Independent
We asked Romney-voting Independents if there is anything that Jean did not say that she could
have said that would have strengthened her argument. Respondents in that group told us that
Jean should have said who is going to benefit from the Obamacare fines and who is going to
oversee Obamacare. Respondents in that group also told us that Jean should have said that
Obamacare promotes more big government and that we should have the choice about whether or
not we are going to buy health insurance.
We also asked the nine Obama-voting Independents who sided with Carla if they would describe
themselves as ³on the fence´ about whom to side with in the point-counterpoint debate. Four of
the nine Obama-voting Independents who sided with Carla described themselves as ³on the
fence.´ We asked those respondents what Jean could have said that would have caused them to
side with her. Among those respondents, we heard that Jean should not have taken shots at big
business because they are employing a lot of people, she could have toned down or changed
some of her all-or-nothing statements, and she could have been more positive and talk about the
direction that she would like to head toward in reforming our health care system.
We also asked respondents if they were troubled by the fact that Jean did not present an
alternative health care plan.
Almost all Romney-voting Independents were not troubled that Jean did not present an
alternative health care plan because they did not see that as the purpose of her argument,
although some in that group think it would have made her argument better.
Most Obama-voting Independents were troubled that Jean did not present a health care plan. In
fact, many of those respondents told us that they would have viewed Jean more positively if she
had presented a plan.
2) Independents are continuing to see health care inflation, even with the A ffordable
C are A ct. However, O bama-voting Independents do not believe that the A ffordable
C are A ct will harm our health care.
During the dial test video, the advocate for the Democrats, Carla, said the following:
The Affordable Care Act is doing what it was designed to do: deliver more choices, better
benefits, a check on rising costs, and higher quality care.
At this point in the dial test video, Romney-voting Independents turned their dials down from 24
to 20 (on a zero to 100 scale of agreement) and Obama-voting Independents turned their dials
down from 75 to 68 (on a zero to 100 scale of agreement).
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During the dial test video, Carla also said the following:
:H¶YHJRWDORWPRUHZRUNWRGREXWKHDOWKFDUHLQIODWLRQLVQRWVN\URFNHWLQJWKHZD\LW
was.
At this point in the dial test video, Romney-voting Independents turned their dials down from 50
to 33 (on a zero to 100 scale of agreement) and Obama-voting Independents turned their dials
down from 77 to 73 (on a zero to 100 scale of agreement).
These responses with their dials caused us to ask Independents in each session what type of
health care inflation they are seeing.
Ten of the 11 Romney-voting Independents told us that their health care premiums have
increased since last year²and for many, those increases are significant. One respondent told us
that her health insurance premiums have doubled or tripled in the past three years. Almost all
respondents (10 of 11) in that group told us that they are paying more money for less health care
FRYHUDJH$QGLW¶VQRWMXVWSUHPLXPVWKDWDUHULVLQJ²deductibles and co-pays are increasing, as
well. One respondent in that group told us that his health insurance premiums are the same as
last year.
Among Obama-voting Independents, nine respondents have seen their health insurance
premiums increase, two respondents have seen their premiums stay the same, and one has seen
his premiums go down in the past year.
Interestingly, Obama-voting Independents turned their dials down from 61 to 49 (on a zero to
100 scale of agreement) when Jean, the GOP advocate, said the following:
We know that Obamacare is going to harm our health FDUHUDLVHRXUFRVWVDQGWKDW¶V
ZKDW\RX¶UHVHHLQJWRGD\DVIDPLOLHVIDFHVLJQLILFDQWLQFUHDVHVLQSUHPLXPV
We asked Obama-voting Independents why they turned their dials down at this point. Some told
us that they were not disagreeing with the idea that health care costs have gone up. They were
disagreeing with the idea that the Affordable Care Act is going to harm our health care.
3) T here is some support among O bama-voting Independents for exempting
individuals from the A ffordable C are A ct as businesses are being exempt, as well.
For them, this is an issue of fairness.
During the dial test video, the GOP advocate, Jean, said the following:
7KHUH¶VQRIDLUQHVVZKHQELJEXVLQHVVHVLQWKLVFRXQWU\DUHJHWWLQJDQH[HPSWLRQIURPWKH
2EDPDFDUHPDQGDWHVEXW$PHULFDQIDPLOLHVDUHQ¶W
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%HFDXVHOHW¶VEHIDLUDERXWWKLV,IWKH3UHVLGHQW¶VJRLQJWRKHOSRXWEXVLQHVVHVE\
exempting them from the law, he ought to give the same relief to folks like you.
Obama-voting Independents, on average, turned their dials up from 58 to 69 (on a zero to 100
scale of agreement) when Jean made this argument. In that group, we heard that if big
businesses are getting a break, individuals should as well. Respondents in that group see this as
an issue of fairness. In their minds, both businesses and individuals should be treated equally.
Note: We did not discuss this issue with Romney-voting Independents.
4) O verall, about half of Independents do not know anything about the sequester, but
most JHQHUDOO\WKLQNLW¶V bad for the U.S. economy
During each session, we asked respondents what they know about the sequester.
Five of the 11 Romney-voting Independents told us that they know what the sequester is. In that
group, we heard:
x The sequester was imposed by the President to get Congressional Republicans to the
WDEOHWRQHJRWLDWHDEXGJHWGHDO%HFDXVHWKDWGLGQ¶WKDSSHQH[SHQGLWXUHVZHUHFXW
x Federal funding for education, health care, and welfare have been frozen.
x Federal workers are facing furloughs, which is cutting their paychecks.
x The sequester cuts programs that are being used and does not cut programs that are not
being used.
x Some military benefits are being cut.
x The sequester is an attempt to try to balance the federal budget.
x It is being used to reduce expenses in the government, especially in defense and overtime
for federal workers.
x ,W¶VDILJKWRYHUWKH86EXGJHW
Seven of the 12 Obama-voting Independents told us that they know what the sequester is. In that
group, we heard:
x It is a fight that is taking place in trying to work out a budget deal.
x Cutbacks due to the sequester include the Fourth of July fireworks and jets flying over
sporting events.
x The sequester is automatic spending cuts that were instituted by Congress that are
happening in phases.
x Funding is being cut for aerospace contracts.
x The sequester was created as a failsafe to cut spending automatically in case Congress
was unable to reach a budget deal.
x The sequester is in effect, Congress is still in a stalemate, and nothing is being done to
address the spending cuts.
During each session, we asked respondents:

Is the sequester good or bad for the U.S. economy?
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Among Romney-voting Independents, two respondents think the sequester is good for the U.S.
economy, one is neutral, and eight respondents think it is bad for the U.S. economy.
Romney-voting Independents who believe that the sequester is good for the U.S. economy told
us that we need a budget plan because we cannot continue to spend money blindly. While the
sequester is not a budget plan, it is cutting spending and reducing the deficit, which is good for
our economy.
The Romney-voting Independent who told us that she is neutral explained:
³,VHH>WKHVHTXHVWHU@DVJRRGLIZHFRXOGFXWWKHULJKWWKLQJVEXW>WKH3UHVLGHQWDQG
Congress] are not willing to cut the right things, and so I see it then as bad. I think the
LGHDWKDWZH¶UHJRLQg to stop spending until we get a budget that is rational is a good
LGHD,GRQ¶WWKLQNZHMXVWVKRXOGSDVV>DEXGJHWIRUWKHVDNHRISDVVLQJDEXGJHW@´±
Barbara, Romney-voting Independent
Romney-voting Independents who told us that the sequester is bad for the U.S. economy told us
that the Congressional stalemate hurts our economy and that we are cutting spending in the
wrong places, such as in education. We heard that we should stop sending money to other
countries and take care of our own first. One respondent explained:
³,WKLQNWRPH>WKHVHTXHVWHU@VHHPVDORWOLNHSROLWLFDOJUDQGVWDQGLQJDQGELFNHULQJ,
think when you have a system that continues to bicker, in no way is that good for the
economy. You model that for your citizens that you can fight and get nowhere, and then
PHDQZKLOH\RX¶UHZDVWLQJDOOWKLVPRQH\7KHUH¶VQRFOHDUOHDGHUVKLS7KHUH¶VQR
direction for the country right now. We have [politicians as] bedfellows with
FRUSRUDWLRQV,WKLQNWKDW¶VDSUHWW\SRRUVWDWHULJKWQRZ,W¶VQRWJLYLQJXVDGLUHFWLRQWR
JRWRIL[WKHLVVXHVWKDWZH¶UHKDYLQJ´± Andy, Romney-voting Independent
Among Obama-voting Independents, none of the respondents think that the sequester is good for
the U.S. economy, six are neutral, and six think it is bad for the U.S. economy.
Obama-voting Independents who think the sequester is bad for the U.S. economy told us that we
are not doing anything to balance the budget and that is hurting the economy, politicians in
Washington, DC are getting paid to fix this problem and they are not doing it²DQGWKDW¶VPRQH\
out of the budget, and the sequester is a short-term solution. We also heard that the sequester is
FDXVLQJXQFHUWDLQW\LQWKHPDUNHWDQGWKHUHDUHQ¶WHQRXJKIRUHLJQLQYHVWPHQWVLQWKH86DVD
UHVXOW,QDGGLWLRQZHKHDUGWKDWWKHVHTXHVWHULVKXUWLQJWKHPRUDOHRIWKHFRXQWU\DQGLW¶V
QHJDWLYHO\LPSDFWLQJSHRSOH¶VOLYHVSDUWLFXODUO\IHGHUDOZRUNHUVZKRDUHEHLQJIXUORXJKHGDQG
that hurts the U.S. economy.
Obama-voting Independents who are neutral about this question about whether the sequester is
good or bad for the U.S. economy generally believe that the sequester is bad but that it does have
some benefits, such as cutting spending in a way that will reduce our deficit.
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5) Most Independents are unfamiliar with the position of both President O bama and
Congressional Republicans on the sequester.
During each session, we asked respondents:
:KDWLV3UHVLGHQW2EDPD¶VSRVLWLRQRQWKHVHTXHVWHU"
In our session with Romney-voting Independents, no one was confident that he or should could
WHOOXV3UHVLGHQW2EDPD¶VSRVLWLRQRQWKHVHTXHVWHU2QHUHVSRQGHQWLQWKDWJURXSWROGXVWKDW
she thinks that President Obama wants to use the sequester as a way to penalize Congress and the
American people. In her view, President Obama supports keeping the sequester in place unless
he gets what he wants in a budget deal, which would involve spending grandiose amounts of
money.
Obama-voting Independents are split on what the position of President Obama is on the
sequester. Six of the 12 Obama-voting Independents believe that the President supports the
sequester. One respondent in that group told us that President Obama signed an executive order
to start the sequester process, but it is the responsibility of Congress, which holds the purse
VWULQJVWRJLYHKLPDZRUNDEOHEXGJHW,QWKLVUHVSRQGHQW¶VYLHZXQWLOWKDWKDSSHQVWKH
President is willing to allow the sequester to play out.
During each session, we also asked:

What is Congressional RepublicDQV¶SRVLWLRQRQWKHVHTXHVWHU"
Most Romney-voting Independents have not heard Congressional Republicans talk about the
sequester. One respondent told us that Congressional Republicans do not agree with what is
being cut, and they want to change what is being cut. In her view, that is where the problem is
and why Congress is unable to come to an agreement. Another respondent believes that
Congressional Republicans are trying to pass some bills in the House of Representatives that
would change some of the aspects of the sequester, but those bills have not gone through the
Democratic Senate and the President has promised to veto those bills. We also heard that
&RQJUHVVLRQDO5HSXEOLFDQVDUHXQZLOOLQJWRJLYHLQWRWKH'HPRFUDWV¶GHVLUHIRUPRUHVSHQGLQJ
and an enormous budget.
Among Obama-voting Independents, 11 of the 12 respondents told us that they could not tell us
ZKDWWKH&RQJUHVVLRQDO5HSXEOLFDQV¶SRVLWLRQLVRQWKHVHTXHVWHU7KHRQHUHVSRQGHQWZKR
EHOLHYHVKHNQRZVWKH&RQJUHVVLRQDO5HSXEOLFDQV¶SRVLWLRQRQWKLVLVVXHWROGXVWhat
Congressional Republicans want to address the mandated entitlement programs, including Social
Security and Medicare. In that session, we also heard that Congressional Republicans likely
have an opposing position on the sequester than President Obama because they would support
what he opposes, or they would oppose what he supports.
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6) A lmost all Independents think it is believable that Congressional Republicans want
to cut spending beyond what the sequester requires and all Independents think it is
believable that President O bama opposes cutting spending beyond what the
sequester requires.
During each session, we asked respondents the following question:

Is it believable that Congressional Republicans want to cut spending beyond what the
sequester requires?
Ten of the 11 Romney-voting Independents think it is believable that Congressional Republicans
want to cut spending beyond what the sequester requires, and one respondent is unsure. All 12
Obama-voting Independents think that is believable, as well.
During each session, we also asked respondents the following question:

Is it believable that President Obama opposes cutting spending beyond what the
sequester requires?
All 11 Romney-voting Independents think it is believable that President Obama opposes cutting
spending beyond what the sequester requires. All 12 Obama-voting Independents agree.
Note: We did not have a discussion about this issue with respondents.
7) A lmost all Independents think it is believable that a disagreement over how to
handle the sequester, as well as future budget cuts, could lead to a government
shutdown. If that were to occur, all Romney-voting Independents would blame
President O bama; two-thirds (eight of 12) of the O bama-voting Independents would
blame both Congressional Republicans and President O bama.
During each session, we asked:

Is it believable that a disagreement over how to handle the sequester, as well as future
budget cuts, could lead to a government shutdown.
All 11 Romney-voting Independents think it is believable that a disagreement over how to handle
the sequester, as well as future budget cuts, could lead to a government shutdown.
All 12 Obama-voting Independents agree. Some respondents told us that while that is
believable, we usually get some kind of a deal at the last minute.
During each session, we also asked:

If there were a government shutdown, would you be likelier to blame President Obama or
House Republicans?
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All 11 Romney-voting Independents told us that they would likelier blame President Obama if
there were a government shutdown. In our session, we heard that President Obama is supposed
to be our leader and he is not leading. Also, we heard that President Obama is not being realistic
about how much money we can spend, and he does not want to have a rational budget because he
just wants to spend money.
Among Obama-voting Independents, none would blame only President Obama if there were a
government shutdown, four respondents would blame only Congressional Republicans, and eight
respondents would blame both President Obama and Congressional Republicans. Those who
would blame only Congressional Republicans told us that looking at their track record,
&RQJUHVVLRQDO5HSXEOLFDQVVHHPWRFRQVLVWHQWO\RSSRVHWKH3UHVLGHQW¶VDJHQGD:KDWHYHUWKH
President is for, Congressional Republicans are against, in their view.
Toward the end of our discussion with respondents about the sequester, we asked:

Which statement do you agree with more, and to what degree?

0=A government shutdown would occur as a
consequence of Republicans protecting the
ZHDOWK\DWWKHH[SHQVHRIWKHQDWLRQ¶V
economy and poor.
to
10=A government shutdown would occur as a
FRQVHTXHQFHRI3UHVLGHQW2EDPD¶VGHVLUHWR
take more taxes from the rich to fuel
additional government spending.

Romneyvoting
Independents

O bamavoting
Independents

Total
(avg.)

7.3

4.1

5.7

We asked respondents in each session who scored this question near the average for the group
why they gave it the score they did.
In our session with Romney-voting Independents, we heard that President Obama wants
additional government spending and wants to pay for it with higher taxes on the rich and at the
same time, neither Congressional Republicans nor Congressional Democrats are interested in
cutting wasteful spending.
In our session with Obama-voting Independents, we heard:
³,KROGERWKVLGHV responsible although to me this really is kind of like they need to be
there as a family, not as sides [that oppose each other]. This is the problem to begin
ZLWK7KHUHQHHGVWREHVRPHXQLILFDWLRQKHUHDQGYLVLRQDVWRZKDWWKH\¶UHUHDOO\WKHUH
to do. ,W¶VQRWMXVWWRJHWWKHLUDJHQGD,W¶VWRVHUYHXVDVDQDWLRQ,ZHQWZLWK>RQWKH
zero to 10 scale on my dial] because I feel the Republicans are a little bit more
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responsible [for the problem] than President Obama. I feel like he has really tried to
UHDFKRXW+H¶VWULHGWREHDOLWWOHPRUHFRPSURPLVLQJ'R,JHWIUXVWUDWHGVRPHWLPHV
with him? Yes. But I just lean a little bit more toward feeling like the ultra-conservative
Republicans are just being very, very bull-headed sometimes on certain things, especially
LQWKLVDUHD´± Sue, Obama-voting Independent
8) If President O bama were to shut down the government unless Republicans agree to
replace the sequester with more tax increases, Independents would generally have a
negative reaction. However, Independents would generally be more supportive of a
government shutdown if they knew that the President and Congress were not
getting paid, especially O bama-voting Independents.
During our discussion about the sequester, we asked respondents:

If the President takes the position that he will shut down the government unless
Republicans agree to replace the sequester with more tax increases, what will your
reaction be?
Among Romney-voting Independents, three of the 12 respondents told us that they would be
upset if the government were shutdown in this manner. One respondent told us that she would
be surprised. Another respondent wondered if President Obama would be out of a job if he shut
down the government. One respondent asked if the President and Congress would continue to
get paid if there were a government shutdown.
Obama-voting Independents indicated to us that their reaction would be negative, describing
such a scenario as bold, demanding, stupid, and a hostage situation.
The question asked by the Romney-voting Independent caused us to ask respondents in each
session if they would be more supportive of a government shutdown if they knew that the
President and Congress were not getting paid. Six of the 11 Romney-voting Independents told
us that they would be more supportive of a government shutdown in that case. Eleven of the 12
Obama-voting Independents agree.
9) A lmost all Independents believe that shutting down the government is never
justified to advance a policy goal
Toward the end of our discussion in each session about the sequester, we asked:

Is shutting down the government ever justified to advance a policy goal?
Nine of the 11 Romney-voting Independents believe that shutting down the government is never
justified to advance a policy goal. One respondent explained:
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³>6KXWWLQJGRZQWKHJRYHUQPHQWWRDGYDQFHDSROLF\JRDO@LVWKHJRYHUQPHQWHTXLYDOHQW
of a little kid throwing a temper tantrum to get what he wants. Obama has a history of
this. He folds his arms and looks the other way and has a hissy fit until he gets his way.
7KDW¶VQRWZKDWRXUJRYHUQPHQWLVIRXQGHGRQ2XUJRYHUQPHQWLVIRXQGHGRQEULQJLQJ
people together²democracy²coming together, m aking decisions for the greater good,
DQGWKDW¶VQRWZKDWDJRYHUQPHQWVKXWGRZQZRXOGGR7KDW¶VQRWIRUWKHJUHDWHUJRRG
7KDW¶VIRUWKHJRRGRIRQHSROLWLFDOLGHRORJ\ZKLFKFRPSOHWHO\HOLPLQDWHVSHUFHQWRI
WKHUHVWRIWKHSRSXODWLRQ´± Andy, Romney-voting Independent
The two Romney-voting Independents who believe that shutting down the government could be
justified to advance a policy goal, such as defunding Obamacare, told us that states would take
responsibility for caring for their own people and the federal government would still fund the
military and our national defense so they do not see a government shutdown as a big problem.
All 12 Obama-voting Independents agree that shutting down the government is never justified to
advance a policy goal. One respondent explained:
³:H¶YHDOOVDWKHUHIRUWKe last bit of time talking about compromising, for people to
ZRUNWRJHWKHUDQGILQGDFRPPRQDJHQGD7KDWEULQNVPDQVKLSMXVWGRHVQ¶W fly, I think,
with most of us.´± Rob, Obama-voting Independent
10) O bama-voting Independents are far more optimistic that the economy is improving
than Romney-voting Independents, who mostly believe that the economy is staying
as is or getting at least somewhat worse
In the beginning of each session, we asked respondents the following question:

Compared to one year ago, LVWKH86HFRQRP\«
Answer choices
1=getting much worse
2=getting somewhat worse
3=staying as is
4=getting somewhat better
5=getting much better

Romneyvoting
Independents
1
7
2
1
0

O bamavoting
Independents
0
0
3
7
2

Total
1
7
5
8
2

We asked respondents in each session who believe that compared to one year ago, the U.S.
economy is getting at least somewhat worse or at least somewhat better what evidence they have
for their belief.
Romney-voting Independents who believe that compared to one year ago, the U.S. economy is at
least getting somewhat worse cited:
x Interest rates are starting to go back up
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x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

The national debt clock has been frozen just below the debt limit for more than two
months, which indicates that the federal government in manipulating the numbers
The federal government is still printing money
Gas prices are increasing
Inflation is increasing
There is no supply and demand logic in the current market
We are not promoting manufacturing
We are importing more and more items from China and other countries
,W¶VJHWWLQJKDUGHUWRKDUGHUWRILQGQHZFOLHQWVIRURQHUHVSRQGHQW¶VVPDOOEXVLQHVV
6DOHVDUHGRZQLQRQHUHVSRQGHQW¶VSURIHVVLRQ
7KHUH¶VQRZD\ZH¶UHJRLQJWREHDEOHWRSD\RIIWKLVGHEWWKDWZH¶YHDFFUXHGso the
national debt is going to continuously sink the U.S. economy

The only Romney-voting Independent who believes that compared to one year ago, the U.S.
economy is getting at least somewhat better cited:
x Three people she knows who did not have jobs have gotten jobs in the past six months
x Her profession is in childcare and during the recession, enrollment tanked. However,
HQUROOPHQWKDVEHHQJRLQJEDFNXSZKLFKWRKHULQGLFDWHVWKDWWKHFKLOGUHQ¶VSDUHQWVDUH
getting jobs.
Obama-voting Independents who believe that compared to one year ago, the U.S. economy is at
least getting somewhat better cited:
x The real estate market, at least in the Denver area, is improving
x The job market is improving²there are a lot more job openings
x 2QHUHVSRQGHQW¶VVPDOOEXVLQHVVLVLPSURYLQJ
x A lot of building construction is going on, which indicates that people are now more
willing to invest their money
x Automobile sales are more robust
x Improved financing opportunities (less restrictive)
x Improving stock market
x People seem to be more optimistic about the economy
Note: None of the Obama-voting Independents believe that the U.S. economy, compared to one
year ago, is getting at least somewhat worse.
11) O bama-voting Independents are far more optimistic than Romney-voting
Independents that the unemployment rate will be lower in the U.S. a year from
today
In the beginning of each session, we asked respondents the following question:

The unemployment rate in the U.S. now stands at 7.6%. A year from today, do you expect
LWWREH«
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Answer choices
1=Under 5%
2=Between 5% and 6%
3=Between 6% and 7%
4=Between 7% and 8%
5=Between 8% and 9%
6=Between 9% and 10%
7=Above 10%

Romneyvoting
Independents
0
0
2
4
3
0
2

O bamavoting
Independents
0
1
6
5
0
0
0

Total
0
1
8
9
3
0
2

Seven of 12 Obama-voting Independents believe that the unemployment rate will fall from its
current level of 7.6% to 7% and under a year from today. The other five Obama-voting
Independents believe that the unemployment rate will remain in the 7% to 8% range one year
from today. Only two of 11 Romney-voting Independents believe that the unemployment rate
will fall from its current level of 7.6% to 7% and under a year from today. Five Romney-voting
Independents believe that the unemployment rate will increase from its current level of 7.6% to
above 8% a year from today.
Note: We did not have a discussion about this issue with respondents.
12) Independents are not closely following the cur rent debate in Congress over
immigration
In each session, we asked respondents:

On a scale from zero to 10, how closely have you been following the current debate in
Congress over immigration?
Romneyvoting
Independents

O bamavoting
Independents

Total
(avg.)

4.9

5.0

5.0

0=Not at all closely
to
10=Very closely
Note: We did not discuss this issue with respondents.

13) Romney-voting Independents are split on whether they prefer a step-by-step
approach or a comprehensive approach to immigration reform. Most O bamavoting Independents prefer a comprehensive approach.
In each session, we asked respondents:
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When it comes WRLPPLJUDWLRQUHIRUPGR\RXSUHIHU«

1=a step-by-step approach
2=a comprehensive approach

Romneyvoting
Independents
5
6

O bamavoting
Independents
4
8

Total
9
14

We asked respondents in each session to tell us why they prefer one approach more than the
other.
Romney-voting Independents who prefer a step-by-step approach explained:
³,WKLQN>ZLWK@FRPSUHKHQVLYH>UHIRUP@\RXJHW\RXUVHOILQWRWURXEOH:HKDYH
Obamacare for comprehensive [health care reform]. I think if you systematically work a
OLWWOHELWDWDWLPH\RX¶UHJRLQJWRJHWWR\RXUHQGJRDOZKHUHDVLI\RXFRPSUHKHQVLYHO\
WDNHWKLVKXJHKXJHPHVVDQGVWDUWZRUNLQJHYHU\OLWWOHDQJOHDWRQFH\RX¶UH just going
WRZLQGXSZLWKDELJJHUPHVV´± Andy, Romney-voting Independent
³:KDWWKH\¶UHWDONLQJDERXWLVYHU\EURDGDQGYHU\H[SDQVLYHZKLFKLVWKH
FRPSUHKHQVLYH>DSSURDFK@8QIRUWXQDWHO\WKHUH¶VJRLQJWREHDORWRIWKLQJVWKDWDUH
going to get swept under the rug so that they can have their stronger fences, more border
JXDUGV7KHERUGHUVHFXULW\LVRQHLVVXH,PPLJUDWLRQLVDQRWKHU>LVVXH@´± Keith,
Romney-voting Independent
Obama-voting Independents who prefer a step-by-step approach told us:
³,WKLQNZKHQHYHU\RXFRPHIRUDELJFKDQJHOLNHWKDW\RX¶UHWU\LQJWRLQWURGXFHDKXJH
policy which is going to affect millions of lives, and also, when it comes to the economy,
LW¶VJRLQJWRDIIHFWUHVRUWV>DQG@WUDYHO7KHUH¶VDORWRIDJULFXOWXUDO [aspects] when you
talk about the economy and the immigrants that come in and help with those types of
jobs. I think a step-by-step approach [is the way to go] when you introduce something
WKDWLVJRLQJWRFKDQJHRUDIIHFWVRPDQ\SHRSOH¶VOLYHV,W¶VD SURFHVV<RXFDQ¶WMXVWGR
it overnight. To be accepted, it will have to be a step-by-VWHSSURFHVVRU\RX¶UHJRLQJWR
KDYHDORWRIYHU\XQKDSS\SHRSOH´± Linda, Obama-voting Independent
³,WKLQNDVWHS-by-step approach and breaking it down into something smaller since it is
VXFKDELJLVVXHPLJKWEHPRUHKHOSIXOWRJHWWKHSURFHVVJRLQJEHFDXVH,WKLQNLW¶VJRLQJ
to take a long time to come to an agreement on one comprehensive approach [to
LPPLJUDWLRQUHIRUP@´± Shanna, Obama-voting Independent
Obama-voting Independents who prefer a comprehensive approach explained:
³>,VXSSRUWDFRPSUHKHQVLYHLPPLJUDWLRQUHIRUPSODQ@EHFDXVH,GRQ¶WWKLQNZHKDYHWR
VWDUWIURPWKHJURXQG:HDOUHDG\KDYHLPPLJUDWLRQODZVLQSODFH:HKDYHQ¶WGRQH
anything with those as far as implementing the things that we have in place already so
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ZH¶UHQRWVWDUWLQJIURPWKHJURXQG,I\RXWDNHDORRNDWKRZLPPLJUDWLRQKDSSHQVLQ
other countries, it is point blank. It is this way, and if you want to be a citizen, you do
this. I think that if we stretch it out over a step-by-VWHSSURFHVVWKHQ\RX¶UHJRLQJWR
FKDQJHJXDUGVDVIDUDVWKH:KLWH+RXVHDQG&RQJUHVVLVFRQFHUQHG<RX¶OOQHYHUJHWDQ
agreement because you may change from a Democratic president to a Republican
SUHVLGHQWDQGRYHUDSHULRGRIWLPHLW¶VMXVWJRLQJWRKDQJ>FDXVLQJUHIRUPQRWWR
KDSSHQ@,I\RXGRQ¶WGRLWDOODWRQFHLI\RXGRQ¶WSXWWKHSODQLQSODFHDOODWRQFHWKHQ
the step-by-VWHS>DSSURDFK@LVJRLQJWRWDNH\HDUVWRLPSOHPHQW´± Kenneth, Obamavoting Independent
³7KHVRRQHUZHJHW>LPPLJUDWLRQUHIRUP@LQSODFHDQGZHKDYHWKHVHLPPLJUDQWVEHFRPH
citizens, the sooner they start paying taxes. We need more money so the sooner we get
PRUHWD[HVWKDW¶VOLNHDERQXV´± Shirley-Anne, Obama-voting Independent
³,MXVWWKLQN\RX¶YHJRWWRVWULNHZKLOHWKHLURQLVKRWZKLOHWKHSODQVDUHLQSODFHZKLOH
people are really engaged in it. I think if you do a step-by-VWHS>DSSURDFK@WKHUH¶VJRLQJ
to be some fall off. There [are] going to be changes. I think you should start with
VRPHWKLQJ>FRPSUHKHQVLYH@´± Christine, Obama-voting Independent
Among Romney-voting Independents who prefer a comprehensive approach, we heard:
³>,PPLJUDWLRQ@LVDELJLVVXHDQG,WKLQN\RXGRQHHGWRORRNDWDOOWKH pieces and
evaluate whether it is going to affect the nation as a whole. On this particular matter,
since our immigration laws are fairly loose and our borders are fairly open, I feel like if
you do take a step-by-step approach to it, people who want to get into America will see
WKHZULWLQJRQWKHZDOO:H¶OOJHWPRUHDQGPRUHIORRGLQJLQWRRXUFRXQWU\WRWU\WREHDW
ZKDWHYHUVWHSVDUHPDNLQJLWPRUHDQGPRUHGLIILFXOW>WRHQWHUWKH86@´± Jason,
Romney-voting Independent
14) It is only moderately important to Independents that an immigration reform law is
passed this year. Most Independents do not want to rush immigration reform
because it is more important to them that we end up with a good immigration
reform law that wor ks than getting it done this year.
In each session, we asked respondents:

On a scale from zero to 10, how important is it to you that an immigration reform law is
passed this year?

0=Not at all important
to
10=Very important

Romneyvoting
Independents

O bamavoting
Independents

Total
(avg.)

5.0

5.8

5.4
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We asked respondents in each session who scored this question near the average for the group
why they gave it the score they did.
In our session with Romney-voting Independents, we heard that they want a good immigration
reform law that is going to work as soon as possible, but if the process is rushed, it could turn
into a nightmare, like Obamacare.
In our session with Obama-voting Independents, we heard that immigration reform needs to be
done²MXVWQRWRYHUQLJKW,W¶VDQLPSRUWDQWLVVXHEXWZHVKRXOGQ¶WUXVKLQWRLWDQGLJQRUHRWKHU
important issues that are facing our nation. One respondent explained:
³,¶PIHDUIXOWKDWLILWZHUHFRPSOHWHGE\WKHHQG RIWKLV\HDUJLYHQZKDW¶VJRLQJRQZLWK
the sequester, that things are going to get overlooked. I think a comprehensive plan takes
DOLWWOHWLPHDQGZH¶YHJRWDOLWWOHWLPH:HGRQ¶WKDYHIRUHYHUEXW [we have] more than
six months.´± Paula, Obama-voting Independent
15) Few Independents know who the ³D R E A Mers´ are.
During our discussion about immigration in each session, we asked respondents if they know
ZKRWKH³'5($0HUV´DUH
In our session with Romney-voting Independents, four of the 11 respondents told us that they
NQRZZKRWKH³'5($0HUV´DUH
Initially, none of the Obama-YRWLQJ,QGHSHQGHQWVFRXOGWHOOXVZKRWKH³'5($0HUV´DUH:KHQ
RQHUHVSRQGHQWDVNHGLIWKH³'5($0HUV´are related to the DREAM Act, we asked respondents
if they had ever heard of the DREAM Act. Eight of the 12 Obama-voting Independents told us
that they have heard of the DREAM Act.
16) Both Romney-voting Independents and O bama-voting Independents are split on
whether it makes sense, as part of a step-by-step approach to immigration reform,
to give legal status to children of undocumented individuals. Some Independents in
each group agreed with the idea that giving legal status to the children of
undocumented individuals would constitute ³JLYLQJFLWL]HQVKLSWRFKLOGUHQZKLOH
GHSRUWLQJWKHLUSDUHQWV´
In each session, we asked respondents the following question:

As part of a step-by-step approach, does it make sense to give legal status to children of
undocumented individuals?
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Among Romney-voting Independents, five of the 11 respondents told us that it does make sense
to give legal status to children of undocumented individuals. The other six respondents in that
group disagreed.
Among Obama-voting Independents, seven of the 12 respondents told us that it does make sense
to give legal status to children of undocumented individuals. The other five respondents in that
group disagreed.
Romney-voting Independents who support that idea told us that they have a soft-spot for taking
care of children, many of these children only know English, the U.S. is the only place they have
ever known as home, sending them back to their home country does not help anyone, and we
should let them pay taxes.
We asked those respondents in each group who object to giving legal status to children of
undocumented individuals why they oppose that idea. Among Romney-voting Independents, we
heard:
³,MXVWWKLQN WKDWZHKDYHODZVDQGULJKWLVULJKWDQGZURQJLVZURQJ7KH\¶UHERUQ
there. They are citizens there unless something else has changed [such as] green cards
>DQG@FLWL]HQVKLSODWHURQ,UHDOL]HWKDWWKHFRQFHSWLVWKDWZH¶UHSHQDOL]LQJWKHWKUHH
year old for what the parents did. We do that all the time when the parents do something
LOOHJDO,I\RX¶UHGHDOLQJLQKHURLQDQG\RXKDYHDWKUHH\HDUROGDQG\RXJRWRSULVRQ
\RX¶UHSHQDOL]LQJWKDWFKLOGIRUZKDWWKHSDUHQWGLGEHFDXVH\RXGLGVRPHWKLQJLO legal. I
believe that the law is the law and that they should be following it just like everybody
HOVH/HWPHMXVWVD\WKDW,¶PVSHDNLQJIURPZKHUH,KDYHFRXVLQVDQGHYHU\WKLQJHOVH
that have come up here²my generation² that are all immigrants. They came legally,
EXWWKH\¶UHLPPLJUDQWVDQGWKH\ZHQWWKURXJKWKLVV\VWHP7KH\OHDUQHG(QJOLVKDQGDOO
WKLVRWKHUVWXIIVRLW¶VQRWOLNH,GRQ¶WNQRZKRZGLIILFXOWLWLVEXW,GRWKLQNWKDWODZVDUH
ODZV,W¶VXVHOHVVLIZHMXVWGHFLGHµ:HOOZH¶UHQRWJoing to apply it to you because you
FDPHZKHQ\RXZHUHILYH>\HDUVROG@EXW\RX¶UHVFUHZHGEHFDXVH\RXFDPHDW>\HDUV
ROG@¶7KDW¶VZURQJ´± Barbara, Romney-voting Independent
³,IVRPHWKLQJKDSSHQVWRWKHIDPLO\ZH¶YHQRZOHWWKLVFKLOGEHOHJDO If his parents are
LOOHJDOZHFRXOGEHVSOLWWLQJXSDIDPLO\QRZ7KHUH¶VQRRQHWRWDNHFDUHRIWKLVOHJDO
FKLOGDQGWKDWLVSXUHO\WKHPDLQUHDVRQ>,RSSRVHWKLVLGHD@:KR¶VJRLQJWRWDNHFDUHRI
this legal child when his illegal parents are gone? YoX¶UHMXVWDEDQGRQLQJDFKLOGKHUH´
± Teresa, Romney-voting Independent
Among Obama-voting Independents who oppose giving legal status to children of undocumented
individuals, we heard that we all came to this country as undocumented and those children just
need to go through the process of obtaining legal status like everyone else. Obama-voting
Independents do not see their opposition as a punishment to those children.
We also asked respondents in each session:
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Some people say that giving legal status to the children of undocumented individuals
ZRXOGFRQVWLWXWH³JLYLQJFLWL]HQVKLSWRFKLOGUHQZKLOHGHSRUWLQJWKHLUSDUHQWV´:KR
agrees with that assessment?
Four of the 11 Romney-voting Independents agree with that assessment. Six of the 12 Obamavoting Independents agree with that assessment, as well. There was concern in each group about
who would take care of the children of undocumented individuals if they were given legal status
and their parents were deported.
17) T here is no support among Independents for rounding up the estimated 11 million
illegal immigrants and deporting them
During our discussion about immigration in each session, we asked:

Does anyone in this room support rounding up the esti mated 11 million illegal
immigrants and deporting them? If yes, how would you go about doing that?
None of the respondents in either group supports rounding up the estimated 11 million illegal
immigrants and deporting them.
As a follow-up question, we asked:

Can I interpret your answer to the last question to mean that all of you support a
pathway to citizenship for the illegal immigrants already in the U.S.?
All of the respondents in each group²except one Romney-voting Independent²support a
pathway to citizenship for the illegal immigrants in the U.S. The only Romney-voting
Independent who does not totally support a pathway to citizenship for the illegal immigrants
already in the U.S. told us that while it is not practical to send them back to their home country,
she does not believe it is necessary to give them a pathway to citizenship. She supports giving
some of the illegal immigrants a pathway to citizenship, but only those who get educated and
work for a living.
Note: This Romney-voting Independent did not explain to us what she would want to do with the
illegal immigrants already in the U.S. who do not get educated and work for a living.
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