New Models
Messaging on the National Debt, Jobs, DQGWKH³)LVFDO&OLII´
September 2012
OVERVIEW
Presentation Testing conducted two mixed-gender focus group dial tests in Columbus, OH, on
September 12, 2012. One group was comprised of 12 McCain-voting moderate Independents,
and the other was comprised of 12 Obama-voting moderate Independents. All respondents had
at least some college education, and were age 22 or older.
KEY FINDINGS
1) Independents believe that the national debt is related to jobs²particularly as it
relates to the following three areas: an uncertain economic environment that is
making businesses unwilling to invest; government using resources that would
otherwise be available to the private sector, including small businesses; and the
national debt is preventing government from helping the A merican people.
In each session, we had a discussion with respondents about the relationship between the
national debt and jobs. We wanted to know if they think there is any cause and effect.
Exploring this issue with respondents, we specifically focused on two questions:

Did America lose jobs because of the debt?
How, if at all, is the debt preventing people from being hired?
The responses we received focused on three key ways that Independents believe the national debt
is related to jobs.
First, respondents told us that our national debt is creating an uncertain economic environment
that is making businesses unwilling to invest. In our groups, we heard:
³,WKLQNWKHUHDUHPDQXIDFWXUHUVZKRPD\HYHQKDYHDQRSSRUWXQLW\WRFUHDWHMREVRU
invest more in the economy, [but] when you watch the debt that is increasing on a daily
EDVLVWKH\¶UHQRWZLOOLQJWRGRWKDW«,WKLQNDVDFRXQWU\ZH¶UHXQVWDEOH,WKLQNWKH
national debt is making us as a country unstable. Our economy can implode and we
GRQ¶WKDYHDQ\WKLQJWRVWDQGRQ,I&KLQDFDOOVWKHGHEWPDUNHUVLQZH¶UHGRQH . We
have no way to pay it. I think people who have an opportunity to make things better or to
EHJLQWRWXUQWKDWDURXQGDUHJRLQJµ,¶PQRWMXPSLQJLQZLWKWKDW¶7KHUH¶VDORWRI
insecurity that goes along with the fact that we as a nation are insecure about our
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HFRQRP\DERXWDQ\WKLQJ,I,KDYHWKDWPRQH\,¶PQRWJRLQJWRMXPSLQDQGNLQGRI
WKURZJRRGPRQH\DIWHUEDG:H¶UHQRWVWDEOHHQRXJKWRVD\µ7KLVLVDQLQYHVWPHQW,
FKRRVHWRPDNH¶,W¶VZKDW,ZDQWWRGREXW,¶PQRWJRLQJWRWDNHWKDW leap. It is a leap
RIIDLWKDQG,WKLQNZH¶UHMXVWWRRWHQXRXVRIDILQDQFLDOSRVLWLRQWKDWSHRSOHDUHQ¶WJRLQJ
WRVD\µ/HWPHGRWKLV/HWPHMXVWMXPSLQ¶,WKLQNSHRSOHDUHYHU\SURWHFWLYH,WKLQN
\RX¶UHKROGLQJLWFORVHWRWKHFKHVW<RX¶UHQRWZLOOLQJWRWDNHWKDWULVN:H¶UHQRW
FUHDWLQJMREV:H¶UHNLQGRIMXVWVKXIIOLQJSHRSOHDURXQGDQGPRUHSHRSOHDUHORVLQJ
MREV:H¶UHQRWUHDFKLQJRXWDQGPDNLQJLWEHWWHU´± Karen G., McCain-voting
Independent
³,IZHZHUHOLYLQJZLWKLQRXUPHDQVZH know that the way people are being taxed right
now²WKHDPRXQWRIPRQH\WKDW¶VFRPLQJLQDWWKHFXUUHQWWD[DWLRQUDWH²we can support
RXUVHOYHV:HFDQOLYHZLWKLQWKRVHPHDQVEXWZH¶YHFKRVHQQRWWRGRWKDW:H¶YH
chosen to go beyond those means. So how do you get more money to pay down the debt?
<RXWD[SHRSOHPRUH<RXWDNHPRUHRIZKDWWKH\PDNH<RXFDQ¶WFRQWLQXHWRGRWKDW
over and over again. You can only go to the well so many times. The well is dry. People
GRQ¶WKDYHDQ\PRUH²XQOHVV\RX¶UH JRLQJWRWD[XVDWSHUFHQW7KHQ\RX¶UHJHWWLQJ
LQWRDJRYHUQPHQWWKDWVD\Vµ:H¶UHJRLQJWRGHWHUPLQHKRZ\RX¶UHJRLQJWROLYH:H¶UH
JRLQJWRWDNHWKDWFKRLFHDZD\IURP\RX¶«6RWKHGHEW²maybe the sheer size of it²has
JRWWHQWRWKHSRLQWZHFDQ¶W VXSSRUWWKDWDQ\PRUH:HFDQ¶WJLYHDQ\PRUH7KDW¶V
ZKHUHSHRSOHDUH7KHUH¶VQRWKLQJPRUH6RDJDLQLWFRPHVGRZQWRWKHVPDOO
FRPSDQLHV3HRSOHDUHQ¶WEX\LQJVRLI\RX¶UHQRWEX\LQJWKLQJVDUHQ¶WJRLQJWREH
PDQXIDFWXUHG,IWKLQJVDUHQ¶WEHLQJPDQXIDFWXUHGZK\GRZHKDYHDFRPSDQ\WKDW¶V
PDQXIDFWXULQJVRPHWKLQJWKDWQRERG\¶VEX\LQJ",W¶VVLWWLQJRQWKHVKHOYHVµ2ND\ZHOO
QRZ,GRQ¶WQHHGWKDWUHWDLOSHUVRQEHFDXVHZH¶UHQRWPDNLQJWKHVDOHVVR,¶PJRLQJWR
OD\WKLVSHUVRQRII¶6RQRZLWWULFNOHVGRZQWRWKHPDQXIDFWXUHUµ:HOOZHGRQ¶WQHHGWR
EX\\RXUSURGXFWEHFDXVHRXUVKHOYHVDUHIXOO\VWRFNHG,GRQ¶WQHHGWKHSHUVRQWRVHOOLW
DQG,GRQ¶WQHHG\RXWRPDQXIDFWXUHLW¶1RFRPSDQ\FDQPDLQWDLQWKDWVRLWMXVWNHHSV
pushing furtheUDQGIXUWKHUGRZQWRWKHSHRSOHZKRDUHDFWXDOO\GRLQJWKHZRUN´±
Karen K. McCain-voting Independent
³,VHOOIRUDOLYLQJDOONLQGVRIPDWHULDOKDQGOLQJWRIDFWRULHVDQGZDUHKRXVHVDQGZKHQ,
WDONWRSHRSOHWKH\¶UHVKRUW-VWDIIHGEXWWKH\¶UHZRUULHG 7KH\¶UHZRUULHGDERXW
RYHUH[WHQGLQJWKHPVHOYHVEHFDXVHRIWKHGHEW$ORWRIWKHVHSHRSOHDUHQ¶WDVVPDUWDV
\RXWKLQN7KH\GRQ¶WKDYHDOOWKHIDFWVDQGWKH\MXVWJHWVFDUHG7KHOHDGWLPHVDUHZD\
WRRORQJEXWWKH\¶UHZRUULHGDERXWKLULQJDWKLUGVhift. Then, we lose orders someti mes.
7KH\GRQ¶WJHWWRILOORUGHUVKHUHDQGWKHQWKH\EX\IURPRYHUVHDV,GRQ¶WNQRZKRZWR
FRUUHODWHDOOWKDWEXWWKDW¶VMXVWZKDW,VHHRXWWKHUHLQWKHILHOG,WKLQNWKH\¶UHZRUULHG
about debt. I think they believHXQIRUWXQDWHO\DORWRIZKDWWKH\UHDGWKDWZH¶UHJRLQJWR
KDYHWRVWDUWSD\LQJWKLV>GHEW@GRZQDQGWKDWZH¶UHQRWJRLQJWREHDEOHWRERUURZ
DQ\PRUH6RPHKRZWKH\IHHOWKDWLW¶VDOOWLHGLQ´± Mark, Obama-voting Independent
³$ODUJHUQDWLRQDOGHEW leads to a weaker dollar, so the higher the debt goes, the weaker
our dollar is, the lower economic standing we have on a world-wide scale. The dollar is
ZHDNHU7KLQJVFRVWPRUH3HRSOHFDQ¶WDIIRUGDVPXFK0DQXIDFWXUHUVDUHQ¶WVSHQGLQJ
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money to create things. The dollar goes down²everything becomes more expensive to
FUHDWHDQGSURGXFH´± Matt, McCain-voting Independent
³,IFRPSDQLHVVHHDOOWKHGHEWWKH\¶UHDIUDLGWRKLUHQHZSHRSOHEHFDXVHWKH\GRQ¶WZDQW
WRVSHQGPRQH\EHFDXVHWKH\GRQ¶WVHHDQy more coming back in. The government
GRHVQ¶WZDQWWRKHOSWKHPRXW,IWKHGHEWLVDOUHDG\KLJK>FRPSDQLHV@DUHQ¶WJRLQJWR
VSHQGPRUH>PRQH\@´± Joe, Obama-voting Independent
Second, respondents focused on the idea that government is using resources that would otherwise
be available to the private sector. For example, small businesses are unable to acquire the capital
they need to expand their businesses as a result of government borrowing so much. Respondents
in our groups explained:
³7KHQDWLRQ al debt is the money that the government has spent for their goods and
VHUYLFHV7KH\¶UHWKHRQO\SHRSOHXVLQJWKDWPRQH\DQGEX\LQJWKRVHJRRGV7KDWXVHV
up money that would otherwise be available to the private sector so in that piece of it, I
think tKDWPLJKWEHZKHUHLWFRVWVVRPHMREVEHFDXVH>JRYHUQPHQWLV@XVLQJZKDW¶V
DYDLODEOHIRUWKHLUUHVRXUFHV´± Karen W., McCain-voting Independent
³,EHOLHYH>WKHQDWLRQDOGHEW@DIIHFWHGRXUFUHGLWUDWLQJDVDQDWLRQGURSSLQJLWIURP
triple-A status. If ZH¶UHJRLQJWRKDYHDORZHUFUHGLWUDWLQJZH¶UHJRLQJWRKDYHD
KDUGHUWLPHPDNLQJMREV2XUGHEWJRWVRKLJKWKDWRWKHUSHRSOHGRQ¶WZDQWWRORDQXV
PRQH\IRURXUSURJUDPV7KHUHIRUHLI\RX¶UHDVPDOOEXVLQHVV²say you have three small
businesses lookiQJIRUWKHORDQWRVWDUWWKHLUEXVLQHVV>WKHEDQNZLOOVD\@µ:HFDQRQO\
JLYH>WKHORDQ@WRWZR>VPDOOEXVLQHVVHV@LQVWHDGRIWKUHHQRZEHFDXVHZH¶UHORDQLQJOHVV
PRQH\EHFDXVHRI>$PHULFD¶V@FUHGLWUDWLQJ¶´± Chris, McCain-voting Independent
³,WKLQN[the national debt] directly affects the stock market numbers and the flow of
money in the country that the banks have available, and the interest rate is one other
point. Not only is money not as readily available, but the threshold to get the money is
higher because the national debt is high. It trickles right down into the entire financial
system and then you factor in the general psychology of the problem. If a small business
person needs the capital ²an influx of cash in order to branch out, build their business
and they cannot get a loan in order to do that²DQG,¶PQRWMXVWWDONLQJDERXWVWDUW-ups.
,¶PWDONLQJDERXWHVWDEOLVKHGVPDOOEXVLQHVVHVWKDWZRXOGQRUPDOO\EHJURZLQJWKHLU
businesses and adding an employee. Maybe they need another office or they need a
bigger building or bigger warehouse or more equipment, then they need funds²typically
a loan²LQRUGHUWRPDNHWKDWKDSSHQ,IWKHUH¶VQRWPRQH\DYDLODEOHWRWKHPWKHQ
WKH\¶UHQRWJRLQJWREHDEOHWRGRWKDW´± Karen K., McCain-voting Independent
³:HGHSHQGRQRWKHUFRXQWULHV2XUVWRFNPDUNHWDQGHYHU\WKLQJJRHVLQWRWKDWDQGWKDW
risk of people investing and where we get the money²the small businesses trying to get
loans and all of that²KDVDQHIIHFWRQ>VPDOOEXVLQHVVHV¶@DELOLW\WRKLUH people. So
instead, they lay off people and the people that they keep, they just keep putting more and
PRUHZRUNRQWKHP,QVWHDGRIFUHDWLQJPRUHMREVWKH\¶UHORVLQJSHRSOHDQGMXVWWU\LQJ
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WRPDLQWDLQDYHU\VNHOHWDOVWDIIWRGRDOOWKHZRUN´± Michele, McCain-voting
Independent
Third, respondents believe that our national debt is preventing government from helping the
American people, and in the respondents¶ minds, that is hurting jobs. In our groups, we heard:
³:HKDYHQRPRQH\WRKHOSRXURZQSHRSOHDQGWKHQZH borrow money from other
countries to support all these things that are not going on in our country, but our own
SHRSOHDUHVLWWLQJKHUHDQGWKH\GRQ¶WERUURZDQ\PRQH\WRKHOSDQ\ERG\KHUH<RX
FDQ¶WGRWKDW7KH\NHHSERUURZLQJPRQH\DQGQRWKLQJFRPHVEDFNWRXVIRULW7KDW¶V
RQHRIWKHWKLQJV,W¶VPXFKFKHDSHUWRKDYHMREVZKHQSHRSOHZLOOZRUNIRUOHVV:H
DUHQ¶WJRLQJWRZRUNIRUOHVV:HGRQ¶WZDQWWRSD\DQ\PRQH\IRUDQ\WKLQJDQGZHGRQ¶W
want to work for less so we have a little problem there. They just go ahead and borrow
DQGGRZKDWWKH\ZDQWWRGRDQGMXVWILJXUHµ:HOO\RX¶UHRXWWKHUH6HHLI\RXFDQPDNH
LWRUQRW¶7KHUH¶VQRWDZKROHORWRIKHOS´± Barbara, Obama-voting Independent
³:KHQZHRZHSHRSOHVRPXFKPRQH\WKHQZHGRQ¶W have that money to spend on
creating jobs. If you want to create infrastructure ²which is a government-run
program²>WKHQ\RXLQFUHDVHWKHGHILFLW@´± Barb, Obama-voting Independent
³2XUGHEWLVSHUFHQWRI*'3ULJKWQRZ<RXORRNDWDFRXQWU\OLNH*UHHFH²its [debt
WR*'3UDWLRLV@SHUFHQW5LJKWQRZWKH\¶UHJRLQJWKURXJKDXVWHULW\PHDVXUHV
EHFDXVHWKH\FDQ¶WSD\WKHLUORDQVDQGWKH\KDYHWRPDNHFXWVDWWKHJRYHUQPHQWOHYHO
DQGLW¶VGUDVWLFDOO\DIIHFWHGXQHPSOR\PHQWEXWZH¶UHQRWWKHUH\HW6RLVWKHUHD
correlation with debt increasing as well as unemployment? Eventually. Eventually, as
ZHFDQ¶WSD\EDFNRXUOHQGHUVZHKDYHWRPDNHVSHQGLQJFXWVWKURXJKDXVWHULW\
measurHVDQGWKHJRYHUQPHQWHPSOR\VDORWRISHRSOH(YHQWXDOO\WKDW¶VJRLQJWRORZHU
WKHFDVKV\VWHPLQWKHHFRQRP\DQGWKHUH¶VJRLQJWREHPRUHFXWV:HVHHZKDW*UHHFH
LVJRLQJWKURXJKULJKWQRZ,W¶VWXUQLQJLQWRDGHSUHVVLRQ´± Jamey, Obam a-voting
Independent
2) T he most important thing that Independents think Congress should be doing about
the economy and jobs that it has not done yet is to agree on a budget that reduces
the debt.
At the beginning of each session, we asked respondents to provide their answers to a number of
questions in a written exercise.
One of the questions read:

What is the most i mportant thing that Congress should be doing about the economy and
jobs that it has not done yet?
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The most common responses to this question from McCain-voting Independents included:
reduce taxes, reduce spending by passing a viable budget, and provide incentives for businesses
to hire.
The most common responses to this question from Obama-voting Independents included: pass a
jobs bill, stop sending U.S. jobs overseas, and agree on a budget that reduces the debt.
Note: We did not have a discussion about this issue with respondents.
3) 1RQHRIWKH,QGHSHQGHQWVLQRXUVHVVLRQVNQRZZKDWLVPHDQWE\WKHWHUP³ILVFDO
FOLII´
At the beginning of each session, we asked respondents to provide their answers to a number of
questions in a written exercise.
One of the questions was:
6RPHSHRSOHKDYHZDUQHGWKDW$PHULFDIDFHVDµILVFDOFOLII¶:KDWLVPHDQWE\WKDWWHUP"
The following chart shows rHVSRQGHQWV¶OHYHORINQRZOHGJHDERXWWKH³ILVFDOFOLII´
Written answers

Mc C ain-voting
Independents

O bama-voting
Independents

Total

0

0

0

11
1

12
0

23
1

At least partially
correct response
Incorrect response
'RQ¶WNQRZ

Several respondents who provided a technically LQFRUUHFWUHVSRQVHDERXWZKDWWKH³ILVFDOFOLII´LV
at least provided answers that were in the ballpark: We are so deeply in debt we are reaching a
point of no return, a point where the economy will go back into a recession or even a depression,
our debt is so big that we will not be able to borrow money the way we do now, and our nation
will go bankrupt.
4) 0RVW,QGHSHQGHQWVGRQRWNQRZZKDWLVPHDQWE\WKHWHUP³VHTXHVWUDWLRQ´RUZKHQ
it would occur.
At the beginning of each session, we asked respondents to provide their answers to a number of
questions in a written exercise. Two of the questions were related to ³sequestration.´
First, we asked respondents the following question:

What is sequestration?

5  
  

7KHIROORZLQJFKDUWVKRZVUHVSRQGHQWV¶OHYHORINQRZOHGJHDERXW³VHTXHVWUDWLRQ´
Written answers
At least partially
correct response
Incorrect response
'RQ¶WNQRZ

Mc C ain-voting
Independents

O bama-voting
Independents

Total

0

1

1

4
8

1
10

5
18

7KHRQO\UHVSRQGHQWWRKDYHDUHVSRQVHWKDWZDVDWOHDVWSDUWLDOO\FRUUHFWZURWH³UHTXLUHG
VSHQGLQJFXWV´
5HVSRQGHQWVZKRSURYLGHGDQLQFRUUHFWUHVSRQVHDERXWZKDW³VHTXHVWUDWLRQ´LVSURYLGHGDQVZHUV
including the following: to be separated, when Congress shuts down, isolation of a certain group,
and a pro-rated type of draw-down on the funds.
The second question in the written exercise about ³sequestration´ was:

If sequestration occurs, in which month would it start?
7KHIROORZLQJFKDUWVKRZVUHVSRQGHQWV¶OHYHORINQRZOHGJHDERXWZKLFKPRQWK³sequestration´
would start if it were to go into effect. Clearly there was some modest amount of good guessing
going on:
Written answers
Correct response
Incorrect response
'RQ¶WNQRZ

Mc C ain-voting
Independents
1
2
9

O bama-voting
Independents
2
1
9

Total
3
3
18

1RWH7KH³&RUUHFWUHVSRQVH´LV-DQXDU\
5) O nce the ³fiscal cliff´ is described to respondents, Mc C ain-voting Independents
believe that the two most important VWHSVWKDWFDQEHWDNHQWRDGGUHVVWKH³ILVFDO
cliff´ are approving a budget and reducing the size of government. O bama-voting
Independents believe that the two most important steps that can be taken to address
WKH³ILVFDOFOLII´DUH extending the tax cuts for at least four years and stopping the
party politics (compromise).
$IWHUZHH[SODLQHGWRWKHUHVSRQGHQWVZKDWWKH³ILVFDOFOLII´LVZHDVNHGWKHPWRUHVSRQGWRWKH
following prompt during a whiteboard exercise:

Imagine that you could meet with your Member of Congress to discuss this issue. What
would you tell him or her is the most i mportant step that our nation could take to address
this issue?
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McCain-voting Independents made the following list (with the top two scoring steps in bold):
a) Compromise (5)
b) Short-term extension of the tax cuts (3-5 years) (1)
c) Congress live by same rules as the rest of us²no special retirement, no special
medical
d) Pull out of other nations and focus on U.S.
e) Cut/be more judicious about foreign aid
f) 'RQ¶WUDLVHWKHGHEWFHLOLQJ
g) A pprove a budget (9)
h) Bring jobs back to America rather than offshore
i) Reduce the size of government (7)
j) 0RUHRYHUVLJKWRQVSHQGLQJGRDZD\ZLWK³F]DUV´ 
Obama-voting Independents made the following list (with the top two scoring steps in bold):
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)
j)
k)

Reduce dependency on foreign oil
E xtend tax cuts at least four years (7)
Increase the debt ceiling (2)
Reduce spending (5)
Not allow any more companies to go abroad & sell back to us things made overseas
Stop playing party politics (compromise) (6)
Encourage companies to come back to the U.S. by giving tax breaks
Change some of the regulations that are killing small businesses
Support a jobs bill (1)
Cut military spending (3)
Increase spending on firemen and police to stimulate the economy

6) 7KHWRSWZRLWHPVRQ3UHVLGHQW2EDPD¶VSROLF\DJHQGDWKDW0F&DLQ-voting
Independents have heard him say he wants to do if he were re-elected are to
increase taxes on the rich²the top 1 percent²and create more jobs. T he top two
LWHPVRQ3UHVLGHQW2EDPD¶VSROLF\DJHQGDWKDW2EDPD-voting Independents have
heard him say he wants to do if he were re-elected are to reduce unemployment and
tax the rich.
In a whiteboard exercise, we asked respondents in each group to respond to the following
prompt:
:KDWLWHPVDUHRQ3UHVLGHQW2EDPD¶VSROLF\DJHQGDLIKHJHWVUH-elected? In other
words, what have you heard he wants to do between 2013 and 2017? Please list these
one at a time. NOTE: This is NOT what you might want him to do²this is what he has
said he plans to do.
McCain-voting Independents made the following list (with the top two scoring items in bold):
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a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)
j)
k)
l)

C reate more jobs (8)
Increase taxes on the rich²top 1% (11)
Equal opportunity for higher education
Explore alternate energy and green jobs
Give citizenship rights to dependents of illegal aliens
Reduce our dependence on gasoline and foreign oil
Reduce/eliminate use of coal
Changing student loans and how they are administered
More banking regulations
Bring more troops home
Uphold health reform (5)
Govern by executive order

Obama-voting Independents made the following list (with the top two scoring items in bold):
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)

Reduce the deficit (2)
Reduce unemployment (11)
T ax the rich (6)
Leave Afghanistan by 2014
Get his jobs bill passed (1)
Support his education programs (2)
Create alternative energy solutions platform (1)
Stronger environmental laws
Make student loans more affordable and accessible (increase Pell Grants) (1)

7) 7KHWRSWZRLWHPVRQ*RYHUQRU5RPQH\¶VSROLF\DJHQGDWKDW0F&DLQ-voting
Independents have heard him say he wants to do if he is elected President are to
repeal and replace O bamacare and create more jobs. T he top two items on
*RYHUQRU5RPQH\¶VSROLF\DJHQGa that O bama-voting Independents have heard
him say he wants to do if he is elected President are to reduce unemployment and
JHWULGRIDOORUSDUWRIWKH3UHVLGHQW¶VKHDOWKFDUHSODQDQGLQWURGXFHKLVRZQ
In a whiteboard exercise, we asked respondents in each group to respond to the following
prompt:
:KDWLWHPVDUHRQ*RYHUQRU5RPQH\¶VSROLF\DJHQGDLIKHJHWVHOHFWHG",QRWKHUZRUGV
what have you heard he wants to do between 2013 and 2017?
McCain-voting Independents made the following list (with the top two scoring items in bold):
a)
b)
c)
d)

Repeal and replace O bamacare (12)
Revise the tax code to make it easier for businesses to hire (2)
Get rid of the loopholes
C reate more jobs (7)
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e)
f)
g)
h)
i)
j)
k)
l)
m)
n)
o)
p)
q)

Reduce foreign oil and increase domestic energy production
Privatize education
Reduce regulations on small businesses
Reduce government spending
Revamp Social Security and Medicare
Balance the budget (3)
Make foreign policy more firm²increase our position as a world power
Maintain the strength of our military
No bailouts or stimulus
Stand up to China
.HHS*RG¶VQDPHZKHUHLWLV
Stop influx of illegal immigrants
Eliminate grants to solar companies

Obama-voting Independents made the following list (with the top two scoring items in bold):
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)
j)
k)

Reduce unemployment (8)
Get rid of all or part of the healthcare plan and introduce his own (8)
Reduce the deficit (6)
Bring manufacturing back to the United States
Tougher foreign trade policy
Support Israel
Tax cuts for the wealthy (2)
Increase military spending
Tougher stance on Iraq
Repeal all or part of Dodd-Frank
Streamline regulations for small business

8) If President O bama were to win re-election and at least one house of Congress were
to remain under Republican control, the top two items that Independents think the
President and Congress can wor k together on over the next two years that they
GLGQ¶WRUFRXOGQ¶WGRWRJHWKHULQWKHSDVWWZR\HDUV are reduce unemployment and
balance our budget.
At the beginning of each session, we asked respondents to provide their answers to a number of
questions in a written exercise.
One of the writing prompts read:
/HW¶VLPDJLQHLW¶V1RYHPEHUth and President Obama has been re-elected, but at least
one house of Congress remains under Republican control. What do you reasonably
expect the President and Congress to do together in the next two years, if anything, that
WKH\GLGQ¶WRUFRXOGQ¶WGRWRJHWKHULQWKHSDVWWZR\HDUV"
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The most common responses to this question from McCain-voting Independents included:
absolutely nothing because there will be no compromise, reduce unemployment, and pass a
workable budget that allows us to live within our means.
The most common responses to this question from Obama-voting Independents included: reduce
unemployment with a particular focus on infrastructure and public sector jobs, have a more
balanced budget, and improve healthcare.
Note: We did not have a discussion about this issue with respondents.
9) If the Presidential election were held today, most Mc C ain-voting Independents
would support Governor Romney, but some would also support President O bama.
Most O bama-voting Independents would support the President again, but some
would switch their support to Governor Romney.
At the beginning of each session, we asked the following question:

If the Presidential election were held today, for which candidate would you vote?
The following chart shows how Independents in each group responded:
Answer choices
1 = Obama
2 = Romney
3 = Someone else

Mc C ain-voting
Independents
3
8
1

O bama-voting
Independents
7
4
1

Total
10
12
2

Note: We did not have a discussion about this issue with respondents.
10) E ven though more respondents would support Governor Romney than President
O bama, most expect President O bama to win the election in November.
At the beginning of each session, we asked the following question:

If you had to put a $250 bet on the outcome of the election, who would you bet would
win?
The following chart shows how Independents in each group responded:
Answer choices
1 = Obama
2 = Romney

Mc C ain-voting
Independents
5
7

O bama-voting
Independents
9
3

Total
14
10
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Note: We did not have a discussion about this issue with respondents.
11) T wo-thirds (16 of 24) RIUHVSRQGHQWVZDWFKHGDWOHDVWVRPHRI0LWW5RPQH\¶V
acceptance speech at the Republican National Convention, including eight of 12
O bama-voting Independents.
At the beginning of each session, we asked the following question:
+RZPXFKRI0LWW5RPQH\¶VDFFHSWDQFHVSHHFKDWWKH5HSXEOLFDQ1DWLRQDO&RQYHQWLRQ
did you watch?
The following chart shows how Independents in each group responded:
Answer choices
1 = None of it
2 = Some of it
3 = All of it

Mc C ain-voting
Independents
4
3
5

O bama-voting
Independents
4
3
5

Total
8
6
10

Note: We did not have a discussion about this issue with respondents.
12) T wo-thirds (16 of 24) RIUHVSRQGHQWVZDWFKHGDWOHDVWVRPHRI%DUDFN2EDPD¶V
acceptance speech at the Democratic National Convention, including six of 12
Mc C ain-voting Independents
At the beginning of each session, we asked the following question:
+RZPXFKRI%DUDFN2EDPD¶VVSHHFKDWWKH'HPRFUDWLF1DWLRQDO&RQYHQWLRQGLG\RX
watch?
The following chart shows how Independents in each group responded:
Answer choices
1= None of it
2 = Some of it
3 = All of it

Mc C ain-voting
Independents
6
3
3

O bama-voting
Independents
2
6
4

Total
8
9
7

Note: We did not have a discussion about this issue with respondents.
13) Independents remain generally unaware that a payroll tax cut was in place last year,
and that wor kers paid less in F I C A taxes in 2011 than in 2009
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7KHUHDUHVWLOOODUJHQXPEHUVRISHRSOHZKRGRQ¶WNQRZ RUGLVDJUHH WKDWZRUNHUVSDLGDORZHU
FICA tax rate in 2011 than in 2009. As we have done in previous sessions, we asked our 24
respondents in Columbus these two questions at the start of each session:
Imagine a worker earned gross wages of $40,000 in 2009, and earned $40,000 again in gross
wages in 2011. When it comes to the FICA taxes that this person paid for Social Security and
0HGLFDUHLQZDVKLVWD[UDWHLQ«
1 = Lower than it was in 2009 (3 of 24)
2 = The same as it was in 2009 (13 of 24)
3 = Higher than it was in 2009 (8 of 24)
Did you, and/or the workers you know, get a payroll tax cut last year?
1 = Y es (6 of 24)
2 = No (9 of 24)
 'RQ¶WNQRZ RI
14) Independents remain generally optimistic that the unemployment rate will be lower
than it is now one year from today
In the beginning of each session, we asked respondents the following question:
The unemployment rate in the U.S. now stands at 8.1%. A year from today, do you expect it to
EH«
1 = Under 5% (0 of 24)
2 = Between 5% and 6% (1 of 24)
3 = Between 6% and 7% (5 of 24)
4 = Between 7% and 8% (12 of 24)
5 = Between 8% and 9% (5 of 24)
6 = Between 9% and 10% (1 of 24)
7 = Above 10% (0 of 24)
Eighteen (6 McCain-voting Independents and 12 Obama-voting Independents) of the 24
respondents believe that the unemployment rate will fall to between 5% and 8% one year from
today.
Note: We did not have time in the sessions to discuss why.
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